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SUBJECT: PATROL BOATS FOR GUINEA 

REE: CONAKRY 362 

1. FRENCH AMBASSADOR LEWIN REPORTS THAT DISCUSSION OF 
POSSIBLE GUINEAN PURCHASE OE ERENCH PATROL CRAFT HAS NOT 
GOT BEYOND VERY PRELIMINARY STAGE. FRANCE IS READY TO SELL 
THE CRAET, AT A TOTAL COST OE $2 MILLION, WITH SEVEN-YEAR 
CREDIT EINANCING, BUT MINISTER OF FISHERIES, ETC., LOUIS 
HOLIE, WHO IS (SIGNIFICANTLY) IN CHARGE OE THE BOAT 
NEGOTIATIONS, HAS INFORMED LEWIN HE IS STRAPPED FOR 
FUNDS AND CAN TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION IN THE MATTER UNTIL 
THE END OF THE YEAR. 

2. COMMENT: GUINEAN CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS RECENTLY 
RAISED QUESTION OE PATROL BOATS WITH EMBASSY POLITICAL 
OFEICER, MAKING CLEAR THEIR INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT 
CONTINUES ACTIVE. WE HAVE NOT YET INFORMED GOG OF 
NEGATIVE WASHINGTON RESPONSE, BUT WITH US OUT OE THE 
RUNNING AND NO OTHER ALTERNATIVE IN VIEW, IT APPEARS 
LIKELY GOG MAY TURN TO SOVIET UNION EOR NAVAL PATROL 
BOATS (SEE ATC-1527, APRIL 24, 1978). THE PROBABLE END 
RESULT WILL BE A STRENGTHENING RATHER THAN A REDUCTION 
OF SOVIET INFLUENCE WITH THE GUINEAN MILITARY. 
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